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“The Anger in the Aftermath”  
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We are going to dig into the Word of the Lord together.  The title of this morning’s message is 

The Anger in the Aftermath.  This morning we are going to see that sometimes men and women 

who walk with God, brothers and sisters in the Lord, even they get angry.  Can you believe that? 

Does anybody believe that people who walk with the Lord get angry from time to time?   

 

I’m not talking about the smaller manifestations of anger and annoyance—the type of anger we 

feel in the middle of the night when we step on a pile of Legos barefoot.  Or the kind of anger we 

feel when we get stuck behind a lousy driver, wondering where they learned to drive.  Or your 

computer freezes up when you are doing an important project and you lose all your work.  That 

can be so angering. 

 

However, we are talking about something different this morning.  We are talking about 

something much more profound.  We are talking about a very deep kind of bitterness and anger 

and resentment that can rise up within the child of God in the middle of profound loss or in the 

midst of a painful trial that seems to linger on and on and on, with no end in sight. 

 

Sometimes there is anger that can build up, even within the child of the Living God.  Sometimes 

that anger gets released verbally.  Sometimes we cry out, Lord, I am mad and I am mad at You.   

 

I wonder if anybody knows what I am talking about.  I wonder if I am the only person that, at a 

couple of punctuated moments in life, have said, God, I don’t understand why it has to be this 

way.  I thought You were in charge, and I am mad and not happy right now.  I have expressed 

that a time or two.  I have been around enough Christians to know that I am not alone in that.   

 

This morning we are going to see such anger being released from the man of God, Job.  For 

those of us who are familiar with the book of Job, there might be the tendency to think of this 

book in terms of the amazing narrative that we read in Chapters 1 and 2. 

 

Those two chapters are what we think about the most when we think about the book of Job.  And 

it is amazing.  We see a man who experienced an avalanche of calamities that befell upon his 

life.  There was spiritual warfare going on.  We are given a glimpse to see what was going on 

behind the scenes.   

 

Then we see these amazing expressions of enduring faith released, where Job said, The Lord has 

given and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the Name of the Lord.  These are awesome 

statements.  I know some men and women of God who have made those their life verses.   
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What happened in Chapters 1 and 2 is amazing.  Then we also see at the end of the book how 

powerful it is when the Lord spoke so powerfully into the life of Job.  So we have these amazing 

bookends that we tend to think of when we think of the book of Job. 

 

Brothers and sisters, there are about thirty-six chapters in-between all of that.  The guts of the 

book.. Most of the book.  Those chapters reveal to us the internal anguish and anger and 

bitterness that was churning within Job, a man of faith.  We see it again and again and again and 

again.  This is here for us in the pages of Scripture 

 

The extended revelation of the anger that was within Job was not revealed to us so that we can 

say to one another, See.  Look at Job.  Better mind your Ps and Qs.  Better learn how to control 

that temper.  Better watch your anger!  Although there is a time for such admonition. 

 

However, I think we see this revealed to us in the book of Job so that when we have times where 

we are blasted with pain and find ourselves with similar impurities rising up within, being 

released like dross of the refiners fire, we will know that we have a Savior who loves us.  We 

have a God who has mercy and who will in no wise cast us out, but who will preserver with us 

through the painful and excruciatingly painful seasons of life. 

 

As we pick up the story this morning, we find ourselves sitting on an ash heap with a man who 

had lost everything.  He had loathsome sores covering his body.  He had an aching heart, as he 

had lost all of his possessions and wealth.  His health had been afflicted.  Most of all, as he had 

lost his ten children.  They died after a house collapsed upon them. 

 

Then we see that three of Job’s friends arrived to sympathize, comfort and console him.  These 

three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, arrived.  Then there were seven days of silence.  

Nobody said a word.  When the silence was finally broken, Job spoke and issued forth lament.   

 

What came out of him was rough and raw, as he cursed the day of his birth.  If that was not far 

enough, Job went even further back and cursed the night of his conception, wishing for the end 

of his life.  Wishing that God would stamp him out of existence. 

 

Brothers and sisters, in the book of Job there is chapter after chapter after chapter of this.  This 

shows us that even within the hearts of those who belong to and worship God, some very, very  

difficult and dark things can rise up within them in the aftermath of seasons of trial. 

 

There are two main parts of the portion of Scripture before us this morning.  There is an 

extended speech by Eliphaz.  Then there is an extended response from Job.  First we will see the 

harsh counsel of a faithful friend, that friend being Eliphaz.  He was a devoted friend, was he 

not?   

 

Eliphaz sacrificially came.  He left everything that was going on in his life.  He arrived and 

stayed with Job an extended period of time.  Eliphaz came intending to do good but, boy o boy, 

once he and the others started speaking, it was harsh. 
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This morning we will see the harsh counsel of a devoted friend.  Then we will see the vexed 

response of a godly man.  Third, we are also going to see the tender mercies of the Risen Lord, 

as we think about the fact that sometimes such consternation can be released even from the soul 

of a Christian.  Praise Jesus for His understanding, mercy and grace.   

 

Understand, we are not going to go through the book of Job verse by verse.  I am doing my best 

to just give you the main thrust of each one of the speeches, as we are doing today.  First, as we 

go into Job Chapter 4, we see in the aftermath of profound loss: 

 

1. The Harsh Counsel of a Devoted Friend (Eliphaz) (Job 4-5) 

 

The three had arrived, and Eliphaz spoke first.  He was Eliphaz the Temanite.  He was the most 

prominent and eloquent of the three comforters.  His name meant God is fine gold.  He came 

from Teman, a principle site in Northern Edom.  It was a place that was known for its wisdom.  

We see that even Jeremiah referred to it in Jeremiah 49:7. 

 

Eliphaz was a man of wisdom.  He was articulate.  His discourses contain the most illustrations 

and nuance.  He was the prominent one of the three friends.  We see this in the fact that he spoke 

first in each cycle of discussion.  Then also in the fact that his speeches are twice as long as the 

other two men each time. 

 

Eliphaz might have opened up in tactful and measured way, but my evaluation is that he was 

brutal in the things that he chose to say.  Job Chapter 4 and Verses 1 through 9: 

 
1
Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said: 

2
If one ventures a word with you, will you be impatient? 

Yet who can keep from speaking? 
3
Behold, you have instructed many, 

and you have strengthened the weak hands. 
4
Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, 

and you have made firm the feeble knees. 
5
But now it has come to you, and you are impatient  

it touches you, and you are dismayed. 
6
Is not your fear of God your confidence, 

and the integrity of your ways your hope? 
7
Remember: who that was innocent ever perished? 

Or where were the upright cut off? 
8
As I have seen, those who plow iniquity 

and sow trouble reap the same. 
9
By the breath of God they perish, 

and by the blast of his anger they are consumed. 

 

Eliphaz was letting lose with some very heavy things upon Job right here.  This man, Eliphaz, he 

is interesting to me.  He reminds me of a very polite version of Evander Holyfield, the 

heavyweight boxer.  If you don’t remember Holyfield, maybe Mike Tyson, or going further 

back, Mohammad Ali.  Those men could punch really hard. 
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But Eliphaz was a polite version of these men.  He opened up in such a measured way, Would it 

be okay if I ventured a word here, Job?  But I can’t hold off from speaking because I’m seeing 

some serious hypocrisy in your life.  That is what the first of his speech is. 

 

Then Eliphaz went on to tie all suffering and calamity to sin.  But we can’t just glide over what 

we are seeing here as far as this description of Job and his life that is given to us in Verses 2 

through 4.  It is amazing.  What a man that Job was. 

 

We see that Job was a man who gave instruction.  Eliphaz said, Behold, you have instructed 

many.  The Hebrew term that is being translated instructed was a word that was most commonly 

used for the teaching of religion and ethics. 

 

What Eliphaz was saying here was, Job, you were a Discipler.  You have discipled so many 

people.  Then he said, Job, you have strengthened the weak hands.  You have seen people in the 

midst of hard times of life and you have strengthened them.  You have imparted courage to them.  

You didn’t enter in and do hard things for them, you helped them to do the hard things that they 

were called to do. 

 

There is the sense in which Job was multiplying strength and helping people to walk in increased 

strength of life.  We also see that Job had the ability to recognize when people where just 

overwhelmed and buckling under the pressure and the load and the burdensome toil.  John 

Hartley in his book on the Book of Job said this about Job 

 

“He saw people drained of their strength and courage, who needed to be assisted by 

someone stronger.  And Job provided this service willingly.  He did not stand aloof 

from the needy, thinking that they were parasites wanting to get at his resources.  

Rather, he gladly soils his elegant garments as he reaches out to help them.” 

 

Job was the exact opposite of the rich man in the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus that Jesus 

proclaimed.  Like the story of the rich man and Lazarus, Job was wealthy.  However, the man in 

that parable built a wall around his house.  When there was a needy person that was placed there, 

the rich man said it was not his responsibility. 

 

On the other hand, Job saw suffering and he used his means to help.  He was a godly man.  This 

was an expression of the godliness in his life, as he was a man walking with the Lord.  Now we 

have Eliphaz.  What was his point?   

 

He was looking back to the character of Job’s life and how he would see others in their suffering 

and he would say, Hope in God.  Let’s get you going again.  Let’s get you strong again.  Here 

Eliphaz was saying, Now that it has touched your life, you are dismayed.  You are deeply 

irritated.  You are even aghast.  Aghast is what that word dismayed means.  A strong sense of 

being totally, totally irritated and aghast.   
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Eliphaz was saying, Now you are in the position of the one who is suffering and you’re going to 

curse the day of your birth?  You are going to curse your existence before the Lord?  Is that what 

you are going to do?  Oh boy, Job, you are being really inconsistent here.  He was basically 

calling Job out and calling him a hypocrite.  

 

That is what Eliphaz was doing here and once he delivered that blow, he kind of plunged in the 

knife and twisted it and said, Because we know all calamity and suffering is the result of sin in 

people’s lives. 

 

Eliphaz said: 

 
7
Remember: who that was innocent ever perished? 

Or where were the upright cut off? 

 

Where did the upright ever have this kind of devastation occur in their life, Job? 

 
8
As I have seen, those who plow iniquity 

and sow trouble reap the same. 
9
By the breath of God they perish, 

and by the blast of his anger they are consumed. 

 

There is a connection here, because the greatest point of Job’s suffering was the windstorm that 

came and leveled the house that his ten children were in.  Now Eliphaz was saying, It is by a 

blast of the breath of God that the wicked are consumed.  Eliphaz was basically saying, There 

has been sin in you and in your family’s life and that is why this is happening.   

 

Eliphaz was dead wrong.  He was dead wrong!  100% wrong.  What did we learn repeatedly in 

Job Chapters 1 and 2?  Job was blameless.  Job was upright.  He feared the Lord and turned away 

from evil.  Job was blameless. 

 

However, that does not mean that Job was a sinless human being, but it means that he was a man 

who was walking humbly with the Lord, dealing with sin, confession sin so that he was not 

hiding incredibly abusive patterns in his life.  Job was walking with the Lord in integrity.  He 

was blameless. 

 

No blame was to be cast upon Job for what was going on in his life.  So we read this and, Church 

of God, we must be so very careful in times of suffering not to prescribe to people what we think 

the root of their suffering is.   

 

In the midst of people’s pain, we don’t go and say, Okay, what is the sin that we need to root 

out?  Instead we go with compassion and love, understanding that there is a whole array of 

reasons why there is suffering in this world.   We must be careful what we prescribe because 

right here we are seeing a man who had it dead wrong and he was doing harm to the heart of his 

brother, Job.   
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This is a very difficult and painful moment for your pastor because I have to skip over a whole 

lot of material.  Job Chapters 4 and 5 are so interesting.  There are so many supporting points 

that are intriguing and helpful and interesting but, alas, we are not going to study the book of Job 

until 2025.  Continuing.  We have seen the harsh counsel of a devoted friend, and now we see: 

 

2. The Vexed Response of a Godly Man (Job 6-7) 

 

How many of you used that word vexed this week?  Vexation.  Oh, I am vexed!  It is not a word 

that we use very commonly but it is a deep word.  The condition of vexation mixes deep 

annoyance and anxiety and frustration and anger.  It is all blended together in a boiling stew.  

That is what vexation is. 

 

Here we see Job’s inner angst and anger released.  We will just look at the bookends of Job’s 

response in Chapters 6 and 7.  Job Chapter 6 and Verse 1: 

 
1
Then Job answered and said: 

2
”Oh that my vexation were weighed, 

and all my calamity laid in the balances! 
3
For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea; 

therefore my words have been rash. 
4
For the arrows of the Almighty are in me; 

my spirit drinks their poison; 

the terrors of God are arrayed against me. 

 

So Job responded to Eliphaz and said, Do you think that I am speaking rashly?  I am suffering.  

Take all my calamity on one side.  Then take all the sand at the bottom of the world’s oceans and 

beaches on the other side.  From my perspective my calamities outweigh it all.  Yes, I am 

hurting.  I understand my words are rash. 

 

Job felt that God was against him.  He was saying, The arrows of the Almighty are plunged into 

me.  Brothers and sisters, this was a godly man.  This was a genuine believer of the Old 

Testament.  This was a man who had the Spirit.  This was a man who had the grace of God upon 

him.  This was a man who walked with the Lord.  In the midst of this season of suffering, what 

we see is that there was deep and profound turmoil that was living within Job.   

 

We continue in Chapter 6 and I am so tempted to get into how he not only released his internal 

anger toward the Lord, but he also got angry with his friends too.  We are going to see a lot of 

that.  Job got mad at them!  He essentially called them dry riverbed that collects and gathers 

storm waters. 

 

If you are in the middle of a dry river bed, you don’t want to do too much hiking in it because if 

a flash flood comes, you will get clobbered by the water and be swept away.  But then the water 

in those river beds evaporates.  So Job was saying, Man, you guys have come with some force.  I 

thought you were coming to nourish me but like storm water, it is suddenly all gone. 
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Job got angry at his friends, but we are focusing in on how his anger is directed upward 

throughout this portion of Scripture.  At the end of Chapter 7, we see Job speaking to the Lord, 

not Eliphaz.  This is speech is directed upward.  Chapter 7 and Verse 11: 

 
11

”Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; 

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 

I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 
12

Am I the sea, or a sea monster, 

that you set a guard over me? 

 

Job was saying, God, why am I a such a big deal that Your hand is so heavy on me?  That is 

what he was feeling and that is what he expressed.  Verse 13: 

 
13

When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me, 

my couch will ease my complaint,’ 
14

then you scare me with dreams and terrify me with visions, 
15

so that I would choose strangling 

and death rather than my bones. 
16

I loathe my life; I would not live forever. 

Leave me alone, for my days are a breath. 
17

What is man, that you make so much of him, 

and that you set your heart on him, 
18

visit him every morning 

and test him every moment? 
19

How long will you not look away from me, 

nor leave me along till I swallow my spit? 

 

Job was feeling so oppressed by the presence of God that he was saying, I can’t even swallow 

here in my sickness.  Can you leave me alone so I can at least swallow spit for a moment? 

 

That is not all!  Verse 20: 

 
20

If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of mankind? 

Why have you made me your mark? 

Why have I become a burden to you? 
21

Why do you not pardon my transgression 

and take away my iniquity? 

For now I shall lie in the earth; 

you will seek me, but I shall not be. 

 

These are profound words.  Job was saying, If I have sinned, what is that sin?  What have I 

done?  I have been seeking to walk in holiness.  I have been seeking to pursue sanctification.  I 

have been confessing the sin that I know I have committed.  We have been making all these 

sacrifices in my family for sin, understanding that they cover over and atones.  Lord, I have been 

seeking to confess and deal with sin before You, so if there is a sin that is leading to all this, what 

is it? 
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Job was asking, Why have you made me Your mark?  That is an interesting statement.  Why am 

I Your mark?  This is related to the earlier comment in Chapter 6, where Job said that the arrows 

of the Almighty are in me. 

 

Think of a warrior who is doing his training for battle. He is trying to hit the same mark over and 

over again.  Think of an archer doing target practice.  He has a bullseye set up and right in the 

middle is a mark.  That mark is what he is aiming for every time as he shoots his arrow.  Job 

said, In all that I have experienced, I feel like I am that mark, and the arrows of God are plunging 

into me. 

 

So Job was mad and angry.  All this was stewing within him and got released verbally.  There 

was darkness inside of him.  We see it coming out.  Again, I emphasize that Job was a genuine 

Old Testament believer.  A man saved by grace.  One who knew and walked with the Lord, and 

this was within him. 

 

Similar things would be found within followers of God in the Old Testament day, and into the 

church day, and into the present day.  In the midst of all that Job was saying, he said two things 

that gripped me.  They are so striking and powerful. 

 

Here in the midst of his anguish and ongoing suffering, Chapter 6 and Verse 8 says: 

 
8
Oh that I might have my request, 

and that God would fulfill my hope, 
9
that it would please God to crush me, 

that he would let loose his hand and cut me off! 

 

Then in Chapter 7, Job said something similar.  Verse 16: 

 
16

I loathe my life; I would not live forever. 

Leave me alone, for my days are a breath. 
 

If I understand what Job said here and in other places, he was wishing that the false doctrine of 

annihilationism would be true.  He was saying, Lord, the way things are going, I have so much 

pain in me.  I don’t want to live forever.  I pray that You would cut me off.  Just release me.  Let 

me go.  Let me be gone. 

 

So how did God respond to this?  These repeated outcries that came with anger, not against life 

in general, but anger directed at God.  Would God answer that prayer?  Would God say, Okay, 

Job, you have said.  We must have it your way.  You now come under My judgement.  You will 

now suffer My wrath.  Is that what happened next?   

 

Or what about a Christian in New Testament times in deep anguish in the severity of pain, where 

similar things are emitting out?  Picture with me a man, he is a father.  He is a follower of Christ.  

He has confessed his sin before the Lord and knows that there is a God that he is accountable to.  

He looks to Jesus and to the cross.  He believes in the resurrection 



9 

 

Let’s say that this man’s child has been victimized by human traffickers in the worst way in the 

life of his precious child.  This man, in his pain and in his anguish says, God, I am so angry at 

You right now that I just wish I never existed.  Why did You create me.  Why did You let this 

happen.  Why don’t you just cut me off?  What will God then do?   

 

Or what about a woman, a sister in the Lord?  She has confessed her sin before the Lord.  She 

has looked to Jesus and trusted in Him. Here is a mom with kids in the home.  She has so many 

plans and so much that she wants to do.  Then there is an accident.  Her neck is broken, so from 

then on she will be paralyzed from the neck down.   Within her there is bitterness toward God 

that surges and that sometimes gets released verbally back to Him. 

 

She says, God, I wish I were never even born.  Is God going to say that He will grant her wish?  

Is that what God does?  Fine I will cast you off.  Is that what God does?  My answer to you is no.  

No.  No chance.  No way.  No way, no, no.  No He does not!   

 

I would submit to you that in the face of such suffering that the compassion of the Lord is stirred 

all the more; that the profound sympathies of our Christ are provoked all the more; that the 

tender mercies of the King of kings rises up all the more. 

 

I think that Jesus has so much understanding and so much sympathy for us in our suffering that 

even as sinners and those who can provoke the Lord, He has patience that is greater than any of 

the turmoil that can rise up and be released from our lips.  He is gracious.   

 

Brothers and sisters, the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints is true first and foremost, 

because of the perseverance of the heart of Christ toward fallen sinners like us who are still 

dealing with sin; who still have very, very ugly things rising up from within when we are in the 

midst of the refiner’s fire.  Praise God, Hallelujah, Jesus, for Your mercy and understanding in 

the middle of the things that we face in this life.  Jesus will endure with us.   

 

I want you to understand right now that is not true of everybody indiscriminately on the face of 

the planet earth.  This is true of the bride of Christ.  This is true of the church of God.  This is 

true of the elect of the Lord, those who have come into faith by the call of God and who have 

trusted in Jesus as Lord. 

 

There are some people in this world, they reject God.   They refuse God.  They don’t believe that 

there is a God that they are accountable to who is holy, holy, holy, who sent His Son into the 

world.  They reject it all.  They deny Christ who died on the cross for their sin.  

 

If you are listening to the things that we have been talking about here from the pages of 

Scripture, more than anything else you need to know that there is a God; that this universe did 

not just pop into existence, uncaused, from nothing, sometime in the ages past. 
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All of the beauty and wonder and glory that we see every day, it is a reflection of the Living 

God.  He is holy.  He is perfect.  He is glorious.  And we have all sinned against Him.  But on a 

mission of mercy, God came into the world in the person of Jesus Christ.  He came into the 

world to die for our sins, that the just righteousness of God would be satisfied because law-

breakers must receive the due punishment of the law.  There is a royal court as well. 

 

Jesus  paid the price for us.  Jesus died for us.  Jesus came into the world that we might be 

clothed in His righteousness as we come to Him in faith.  But when you come to Christ in faith, 

understand, that that does not mean that life in this world is going to be easy-street, happy, 

happy, happy, all the time. 

 

Painful things happen.  Painful things happen!  These things happen in the hearts of Christians.  

Things that cause the body to heave with tears.  These things happen with Christians.  There will 

be times when all of us in Christ face trials that are severe.  There may be dark moments even in 

the lives of Christians, even dark seasons where these things rise up out from us in accusation 

against God. 

 

In the midst of this, we have a Savior who is filled with tender mercies, who is filled with 

understanding, who will see us through all the things that we face in this life, who will hold us up 

with His love. 

 

I want to go to one final point.  In the aftermath of profound loss, I want to move from the Old 

Testament to the New Testament.  I want for us to think about: 

 

3. The Tender Mercies of the Lord  

 

In the middle of the painful things of life that reveal how some of these things can come from us, 

I want for us to think about the mercy of our Savior; the sweet sympathy of Christ.  This has 

been placed in my heart in such wonderful ways recently on my night-time walks. 

 

Most night of the week I do a walk with my dog, Lydie.  It has to be after 10:00 pm when it 

cools down and gets really, really quiet on the street.  Lydie and I go out for a good one to three 

mile walk. 

 

I listen to books on my phone.  I stopped using headphones or ear buds because they irritated my 

ears.  I put the phone in my pocket and turn the volume on full blast.  I listen to good Bible books 

and teaching.  I said to Lydie, Lydie, I hope you are really growing in your sound doctrine, 

because you are listening to some good theology!   

 

Recently, I have been listening to a wonderful book called Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of 

Christ for Sinners and Sufferers, written by a pastor and brother in the Lord, by the name of 

Dane Ortlund.  For the most part in that book, what Ortlund is doing is taking the Puritan 

theologians of previous centuries and making them accessible for the rest of us.  The Puritan 

theologians, they had such profound understanding of who Jesus is.  They had affections that ran 

so deep, as they understood the affection and the heart of God for us. 
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The Puritans had the ability to go into deep truths, into the truths of God, but boy o boy, did they 

write long and winding sentences.  You have to re-read a paragraph five times to understand it 

all.  In his book, Ortlund reviews and gives us some of these writings from the Puritan 

theologians. 

 

I was listening to this chapter that was summarizing a book by a man named John Bunyan.  John 

Bunyan wrote the second most selling book of all time.  The highest is the Bible.  The second is 

The Pilgrim’s Progress.   

 

Bunyan wrote many other books as well.  He wrote a book called Come and Welcome to Jesus 

Christ.  Savor that title.  It is so good!  And the whole book is based on one verse.  The whole 

book is an exposition of a single verse.  He wrote 250 pages out of this single verse.  That is 

what Puritans did. 

 

It is such a profound promise and it was his favorite verse and sustained him throughout his walk 

as a man of God who knew the turmoil within him that would so often rise up.  He was a man 

forgiven of sin but still dealing with the lingering darkness of sin. 

 

This verse sustained him through so much and he wrote about it in his book.  Here is what Jesus 

said to His people in John 6:37.  We will read it in the King James Version that Bunyan was 

dealing with.  It is Jesus speaking here: 

 
37

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 

no wise cast out. 

 

All who come to me.  All who approach me in faith.  I will in no wise cast out.   

 

John Bunyan gave a detailed analysis of this verse in his book.  And one of his crucial points is 

this.  Why did Jesus say that?  Why did Jesus assure us that those who come to him will in no 

wise, or in no way, or under no circumstances be cast out?   Because “they that are coming to 

Jesus Christ, are ofttimes heartily afraid that Jesus Christ will not receive them.” 

 

Bunyan went on to describe this large and open promise and said,  

 

“Had there not been a proneness in us to ‘fear casting out,’ Christ needed not to have, as 

it were, waylaid our fear, as he doth by this great and strange expression, "In no wise;"  

"And him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."   For this word, "in no wise," 

cutteth the throat of all objections; and it was dropped by the Lord Jesus for that very 

end; and to help the faith that is mixed with unbelief. And it is, as it were, the sum of all 

promises.” 

 

Neither can any objection be made upon the unworthiness that you find in yourself that this 

promise will not assail. 

 

Listen, he went on  

 



12 

 

But I am a great sinner, sayest thou.  "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I am an old sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I am a hard-hearted sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I am a backsliding sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I have served Satan all my days, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I have sinned against light, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I have sinned against mercy, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ.  

But I have no good thing to bring with me, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ. 

 

This promise has provided to answer all objections and it does answer them, says Bunyan.  So let 

me bring it into the context of the issues here in the book of Job: 

 

But I am an angry sinner and I’m angry at God, sayest thou. “I will in no wise cast out,” says  

Christ. 

But I have bitterness in my heart for what has befallen my life, sayest thou.  “I will in no wise 

cast out,” says Christ. 

But I’ve challenged God in his wisdom and fairness, sayest thou. “I will in no wise cast out,” 

says Christ.  

 

Halleluiah, what a Savior.  “I will in no wise cast out,” says Christ.   

 

We no longer use the expression “in so wise,” but it was a Seventeenth Century English way of 

capturing the emphatic negative of the Greek of John 6:17.  The text literally reads, “The one 

coming to me I will not – not – cast out.”  Sometimes, as here, the Greek uses two negatives 

piled on top of each other for literary forcefulness.  This is an emphatic negation from Christ, “I 

will most certainly never, ever cast out.”   

 

Even prior to the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints, eternal security of once saved 

always saved is the perseverance of the heart of Christ toward sinners in their anguish.  Praise 

God for the tender mercies of Jesus Christ.   

 

Going from John Bunyan back to Dane Ortlund, I tried to bring it into the context of Job.  

Ortlund also brought it into our current setting and what we Twenty-First Century believers think 

and how we often feel. 

 

Brothers and sisters, as man who knows anxiety and stress sometimes, and sometimes grumbling 

before the Lord, I was walking through the streets at night listening to this and worshiping King 

Jesus because I am sinner in need of sympathy.  He gives it! 

 

In view of all that we have been studying in Job and me listening to this book, listen to this: 

 

“No, wait” we say, cautiously approaching Jesus “you don’t understand.  I’ve really messed up, 

in all kinds of ways,” 

I know, he responds. 

“You know most of it, sure.  Certainly more than what others see.  But there’s perversity down 

inside me that is hidden from everyone.” 
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I know it all. 

“Well the thing is, it isn’t just my past.  It’s my present too.” 

I understand. 

“But I don’t know if I can break free of this any time soon.” 

That’s the only kind of person I’m here to help. 

“The burden is heavy and heavier all the time.” 

Then let me carry it. 

“It’s too much to bear.” 

Not for me 

“You don’t get it.  My offenses aren’t directed toward others.  They’re against you.” 

Then I am the one most suited to forgive them. 

“But the more of the ugliness in me you discover, the sooner you’ll get fed up with me.” 

Whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 

 

A prayerful interaction.  Maybe it came from Bunyan’s own life and how he discerned the truth 

of God’s Word to speak back into it.   

 

We have a wonderful, merciful Savior.  And when you go through the deep painful times of life, 

and impurities within are revealed, remember that the heart of mercy of the Living Savior is just 

stirred up all the more.  Come to Him.  Cast your cares upon Him.  Cast your anxieties upon 

Him. 

 

You may lament.  And you have a Savior who is a sympathetic High Priest, who will bring you 

into His arms.  Even when you don’t even realize it, He is doing it anyway.  This is His love for 

His church, for His bride, for His people. 

 

So we respond to Him with our praise.  And we thank Him that he perseveres with us before we 

ever persevere in the faith with Him.   

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 


